VGE ENGLISH
INFORMATION GUIDE




VGE ENGLISH

RATIONALE

The study of English empowers students to read, write, speak and listen in different
contexts. VCE English and English as an Additional Language (EAL) prepares students to
think and act critically and creatively, and to encounter the beauty and challenge of their
contemporary world with compassion and understanding. Students work to collaborate and
communicate widely, and to connect with our complex and plural society with confidence.

UNIT1

Area of Study 1
Reading and exploring texts

In this area of study, students engage in reading and
viewing texts with a focus on personal connections with
the story. They discuss and clarify the ideas and values
presented by authors through their evocations of character,
setting and plot, and through investigations of the point

of view and/or the voice of the text. They develop and
strengthen inferential reading and viewing skills, and
consider the ways a text’s vocabulary, text structures and
language features can create meaning on several levels
and in different ways.

Area of Study 2
Crafting texts

In this area of study, students engage with and develop
an understanding of effective and cohesive writing. They
apply, extend and challenge their understanding and use
of imaginative, persuasive and informative text through a
growing awareness of situated contexts, stated purposes
and audience.

Students read and engage imaginatively and critically
with mentor texts that model effective writing. Through
guided reading of mentor texts, students develop an
understanding of the diverse ways that vocabulary, text
structures, language features and ideas can interweave to
craft compelling texts. They consider these texts through
knowledge of the ways purpose, context (including mode)
and audience influence and shape writing.

UNIT 2

Area of Study 1
Reading and exploring texts

In this area of study, students develop their reading and
viewing skills, including deepening their capacity for
inferential reading and viewing, to further open possible
meanings in a text, and to extend their writing in response
to text.

Area of Study 2
Analysing argument

In this area of study, students consider the way arguments
are developed and delivered in many forms of media.
Through the prism of a contemporary and substantial

local and/or national issue, students read, view and

listen to a range of texts that attempt to position an
intended audience in a particular context. They explore the
structure of these texts, including contention, sequence

of arguments, use of supporting evidence and persuasive
strategies. They closely examine the language and the
visuals employed by the author, and offer analysis of the
intended effect on the audience. Students apply their
knowledge of argument to create a point of view text for
oral presentation.
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UNIT3

Area of Study 1
Reading and responding to texts

In this area of study students apply reading and viewing
strategies to critically engage with a text, considering

its dynamics and complexities and reflecting on the
motivations of its characters. They analyse the ways
authors construct meaning through vocabulary, text
structures, language features and conventions, and the
presentation of ideas. They are provided with opportunities
to understand and explore the historical context, and the
social and cultural values of a text, and recognise how
these elements influence the way a text is read or viewed,
is understood by different audiences, and positions its
readers in different ways.

Area of Study 2
Creating texts

In this area of study students build on the knowledge and
skills developed through Unit 1. They read and engage
imaginatively and critically with mentor texts, and effective
and cohesive writing within identified contexts. Through
close reading, students expand their understanding of the
diverse ways that vocabulary, text structures, language
features, conventions and ideas can interweave to create
compelling texts. They further consider mentor texts
through their understanding of the ways that purpose,
context (including mode), and specific and situated
audiences influence and shape writing.

UNIT 4

Area of Study 1
Reading and responding to texts

In this area of study students further sharpen their skills of
reading and viewing texts, developed in the corresponding
area of study in Unit 3. Students consolidate their capacity
to critically analyse texts and deepen their understanding
of the ideas and values a text can convey.

Area of Study 2

Analysing argument

In this area of study students analyse the use of

argument and language, and visuals in texts that debate

a contemporary and significant national or international
issue. The texts must have appeared in the media since 1
September of the previous year and teachers are advised
to work with their students to select an issue of relevance
to the cohort. Students read, view and/or listen to a variety
of texts from the media, including print and digital, and
audio and audio visual, and develop their understanding
of the ways in which arguments and language complement
one another to position an intended audience in relation to
a selected issue.
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