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VCE ENGLISH LITERATURE

The study of VCE Literature fosters students’ enjoyment and appreciation of the artistic 
and aesthetic merits of stories and storytelling, and enables students to participate more 
fully in the cultural conversations that take place around them. By reading and exploring 
a diverse range of established and emerging literary works, students become increasingly 
empowered to discuss texts. As both readers and writers, students extend their creativity 
and high-order thinking to express and develop their critical and creative voices. 

Area of Study 1
Reading practices
In this area of study students consider how language, 
structure and stylistic choices are used in different literary 
forms and types of text. They consider both print and non-
print texts, reflecting on the contribution of form and style 
to meaning. Students reflect on the degree to which points 
of view, experiences and contexts shape their own and 
others’ interpretations of text. 

Area of Study 2
Exploration of literary movements and genres
In this area of study students explore the concerns, ideas, 
style and conventions common to a distinctive type of 
literature seen in literary movements or genres. Examples 
of these groupings include literary movements and/
or genres such as modernism, epic, tragedy and magic 
realism, as well as more popular, or mainstream, genres 
and subgenres such as crime, romance and science fiction. 
Students explore texts from the selected movement or 
genre, identifying and examining attributes, patterns and 
similarities that locate each text within that grouping. 
Students engage with the ideas and concerns shared by 
the texts through language, settings, narrative structures 
and characterisation, and they experiment with the 
assumptions and representations embedded in the texts.

Area of Study 1
Voices of Country
In this area of study students explore the voices, 
perspectives and knowledge of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander authors and creators. They consider the 
interconnectedness of place, culture and identity through 
the experiences, texts and voices of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples, including connections to Country, 
the impact of colonisation and its ongoing consequences, 
and issues of reconciliation and reclamation.

Area of Study 2
The text in its context
In this area of study students focus on the text and its 
historical, social and cultural context. Students reflect on 
representations of a specific time period and/or culture 
within a text.
Students explore the text to understand its point of 
view and what it reflects or comments on. They identify 
the language and the representations in the text that 
reflect the specific time period and/or culture, its ideas 
and concepts. Students develop an understanding that 
contextual meaning is already implicitly or explicitly 
inscribed in a text and that textual details and structures 
can be scrutinised to illustrate its significance.
Students develop the ability to analyse language closely, 
recognising that words have historical and cultural import. 
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Area of Study 1
Adaptations and transformations
In this area of study students focus on how the form of 
a text contributes to its meaning. Students explore the 
form of a set text by constructing a close analysis of that 
text. They then reflect on the extent to which adapting 
the text to a different form, and often in a new or 
reimagined context, affects its meaning, comparing the 
original with the adaptation. By exploring an adaptation, 
students also consider how creators of adaptations may 
emphasise or minimise viewpoints, assumptions and 
ideas present in the original text.

Area of Study 2
Developing interpretations
In this area of study students explore the different ways we 
can read and understand a text by developing, considering 
and comparing interpretations of a set text. 
Students first develop their own interpretations of a set 
text, analysing how ideas, views and values are presented 
in a text, and the ways these are endorsed, challenged 
and/or marginalised through literary forms, features and 
language. These student interpretations should consider 
the historical, social and cultural context in which a text is 
written and set. Students also consider their own views and 
values as readers. 

Area of Study 1
Creative responses to texts
In this area of study students focus on the imaginative 
techniques used for creating and recreating a literary 
work. Students use their knowledge of how the meaning 
of texts can change as context and form change to 
construct their own creative transformations of texts. 
They learn how authors develop representations of 
people and places, and they develop an understanding 
of language, voice, form and structure. Students draw 
inferences from the original text in order to create their 
own writing. In their adaptation of the tone and the style 
of the original text, students develop an understanding 
of the views and values explored. 

Area of Study 2
Close analysis of texts
In this area of study students focus on a detailed scrutiny 
of the language, style, concerns and construction of texts. 
Students attend closely to textual details to examine the 
ways specific passages in a text contribute to their overall 
understanding of the whole text. Students consider literary 
forms, features and language, and the views and values of 
the text. They write expressively to develop a close analysis, 
using detailed references to the text. 
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CAREER OPTIONS
• Author
• Editor
• Education Officer

• Historian
• Journalist
• Librarian

• Poet
• Researcher
• Teacher
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Kilbreda College
118 Mentone Parade, Mentone VIC 3194
(03) 9581 7766
kilbreda.vic.edu.au

To find out more information  
about VCE English Literature 
at Kilbreda College, please contact:

Nicola O’Shea 
Learning Leader: English
nicola.oshea@kilbreda.vic.edu.au
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