
 

 

 

 

 

The saying is that there is a thin line between love and hate, and that couldn’t be more 
true when it comes to romance books in this popular new genre. 

The relationships in these books always start off with a bit of hate stewing between the 
main characters. This initial animosity often leads to great banter between characters as 

the sparks inevitably fly and as those feelings begin to turn from hate to love. 
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FIC PAC 

(Fantasy)  

Dark Rise by C.S. Pacat          FIC PAC Fantasy Collection 

The ancient world of magic is no more. Its heroes are dead, its halls 
are ruins, and its great battles between Light and Dark are forgotten. 
Only the Stewards remember, and they keep their centuries-long vigil, 
sworn to protect humanity if the Dark King ever returns. 
 
Sixteen-year-old dock boy Will is on the run, pursued by the men who 
killed his mother. When an old servant tells him of his destiny to fight 
beside the Stewards, Will is ushered into a world of magic, where he 
must train to play a vital role in the oncoming battle against the Dark. 
 
As London is threatened by the Dark King’s return, the reborn heroes 
and villains of a long-forgotten war begin to draw battle lines. But as 
the young descendants of Light and Dark step into their destined 
roles, old allegiances, old enmities and old flames are awakened. Will 
must stand with the last heroes of the Light to prevent the fate that 
destroyed their world from returning to destroy his own. 
 

 
FIC SHE 

(Love Stories)  

The Kiss Thief by L. J. Shen         FIC SHE Love Stories 

They say your first kiss should be earned. 
Mine was stolen by a devil in a masquerade mask under the black 
Chicago sky. 
They say the vows you take on your wedding day are sacred. 
Mine were broken before we left church. 
They say your heart only beats for one man. 
Mine split and bled for two rivals who fought for it until the bitter end. 
I was promised to Angelo Bandini, the heir to one of the most 
powerful families in the Chicago Outfit. 
Then taken by Senator Wolfe Keaton, who held my father’s sins over 
his head to force me into marriage. 
They say that all great love stories have a happy ending. 
I, Francesca Rossi, found myself erasing and rewriting mine until the 
very last chapter. 
One kiss. 
Two men. 
Three lives. 
Entwined together. 
And somewhere between these two men, I had to find my forever. 

http://titlepeek.fsc.follett.com/tp/query?action=3&subnumber=8501612&isbn=0733602282&appid=4


 
 

 
FIC LE 

(Love Stories) 

A Pho Love Story by Loan Le          Fic LE Love Stories 

If Bao Nguyen had to describe himself, he’d say he was a rock. Steady 
and strong, but not particularly interesting. His grades are average, his 
social status unremarkable. He works at his parents’ pho restaurant, 
and even there, he is his parents’ fifth favorite employee. Not ideal. 
 
If Linh Mai had to describe herself, she’d say she was a firecracker. 
Stable when unlit, but full of potential for joy and fire. She loves art 
and dreams pursuing a career in it. The only problem? Her parents rely 
on her in ways they’re not willing to admit, including working 
practically full-time at her family’s pho restaurant. 
 
For years, the Mais and the Nguyens have been at odds, having owned 
competing, neighboring pho restaurants. Bao and Linh, who’ve 
avoided each other for most of their lives, both suspect that the feud 
stems from feelings much deeper than friendly competition. 
 
But then a chance encounter brings Linh and Bao in the same vicinity 
despite their best efforts and sparks fly, leading them both to wonder 
what took so long for them to connect. But then, of course, they 
immediately remember. 
 
Can Linh and Bao find love in the midst of feuding families and 
complicated histories? 

 
 

 
FIC MCQ 

(Contemporary Fiction) 
  

 

Red, White & Royal Blue by Casey McQuiston    
FIC MCQ Contemporary Fiction   

First Son Alex Claremont-Diaz is the closest thing to a prince this 
side of the Atlantic. With his intrepid sister and the Veep’s genius 
granddaughter, they’re the White House Trio, a beautiful 
millennial marketing strategy for his mother, President Ellen 
Claremont. International socialite duties do have downsides—
namely, when photos of a confrontation with his longtime 
nemesis Prince Henry at a royal wedding leak to the tabloids and 
threaten American/British relations. The plan for damage control: 
staging a fake friendship between the First Son and the Prince. 
 
As President Claremont kicks off her reelection bid, Alex finds 
himself hurtling into a secret relationship with Henry that could 
derail the campaign and upend two nations. What is worth the 
sacrifice? How do you do all the good you can do? And, most 
importantly, how will history remember you? 
 

http://titlepeek.fsc.follett.com/tp/query?action=3&subnumber=8501612&isbn=0440865131&appid=4


 
FIC YOU 

(Love Stories)  

Fight or Flight by Samantha Young      FIC YOU Love Stories 
 
The universe is conspiring against Ava Breevort. As if flying back to 
Phoenix to bury a childhood friend wasn't hell enough, a cloud of 
volcanic ash traveling from overseas delayed her flight back home to 
Boston. Her last ditch attempt to salvage the trip was thwarted by an 
arrogant Scotsman, Caleb Scott, who steals a first class seat out from 
under her. Then over the course of their journey home, their 
antagonism somehow lands them in bed for the steamiest layover 
Ava's ever had. And that's all it was--until Caleb shows up on her 
doorstep. 
 
When pure chance pulls Ava back into Caleb's orbit, he proposes they 
enjoy their physical connection while he's stranded in Boston. Ava 
agrees, knowing her heart's in no danger since a) she barely likes 
Caleb and b) his existence in her life is temporary. Not long thereafter 
Ava realizes she's made a terrible error because as it turns out Caleb 
Scott isn't quite so unlikeable after all. When his stay in Boston 
becomes permanent, Ava must decide whether to fight her feelings 
for him or give into them. But even if she does decide to risk her heart 
on Caleb, there is no guarantee her stubborn Scot will want to risk his 
heart on her. 

  

 
FIC THO 

(Love Stories)  

The Hating Game by Sally Thorne      FIC THO Love Stories 

Nemesis (n.) 
1) An opponent or rival whom a person cannot best or overcome; 
2) A person’s undoing; 
3) Joshua Templeman. 

Lucy Hutton and Joshua Templeman hate each other. Not dislike. 
Not begrudgingly tolerate. Hate. And they have no problem 
displaying their feelings through a series of ritualistic passive 
aggressive maneuvers as they sit across from each other, 
executive assistants to co-CEOs of a publishing company. Lucy 
can’t understand Joshua’s joyless, uptight, meticulous approach 
to his job. Joshua is clearly baffled by Lucy’s overly bright clothes, 
quirkiness, and Pollyanna attitude. 
 
Now up for the same promotion, their battle of wills has come to 
a head and Lucy refuses to back down when their latest game 
could cost her her dream job…But the tension between Lucy and 
Joshua has also reached its boiling point, and Lucy is discovering 
that maybe she doesn’t hate Joshua. And maybe, he doesn’t hate 
her either. Or maybe this is just another game. 



 
FIC MAF 

(Dystopian Fiction) 
  

Shatter Me by Tahereh Mafi                  FIC MAF Dystopian Fiction 

I have a curse 
I have a gift 
 
I am a monster 
I'm more than human 
 
My touch is lethal 
My touch is power 
 
I am their weapon 
I will fight back 
 
Juliette hasn't touched anyone in exactly 264 days. 
The last time she did, it was an accident, but The 
Reestablishment locked her up for murder. No one knows why 
Juliette's touch is fatal. As long as she doesn't hurt anyone else, 
no one really cares. The world is too busy crumbling to pieces to 
pay attention to a 17-year-old girl. Diseases are destroying the 
population, food is hard to find, birds don't fly anymore, and the 
clouds are the wrong color. 
The Reestablishment said their way was the only way to fix 
things, so they threw Juliette in a cell. Now so many people are 
dead that the survivors are whispering war—and The 
Reestablishment has changed its mind. Maybe Juliette is more 
than a tortured soul stuffed into a poisonous body. Maybe she's 
exactly what they need right now. 
Juliette has to make a choice: Be a weapon. Or be a warrior. 

 

 

 
FIC ROT 

(Science Fiction) 
  

Carve the Mark by Veronica Roth        FIC ROT Science Fiction 

In a galaxy powered by the current, everyone has a gift. 
Cyra is the sister of the brutal tyrant who rules the Shotet people. 
Cyra’s currentgift gives her pain and power—something her 
brother exploits, using her to torture his enemies. But Cyra is 
much more than just a blade in her brother’s hand: she is 
resilient, quick on her feet, and smarter than he knows. 
Akos is the son of a farmer and an oracle from the frozen nation-
planet of Thuvhe. Protected by his unusual currentgift, Akos is 
generous in spirit, and his loyalty to his family is limitless. Once 
Akos and his brother are captured by enemy Shotet soldiers, 
Akos is desperate to get his brother out alive—no matter what 
the cost. 
Then Akos is thrust into Cyra's world, and the enmity between 
their countries and families seems insurmountable. Will they help 
each other to survive, or will they destroy one another?  

http://titlepeek.fsc.follett.com/tp/query?action=3&subnumber=8501612&isbn=9780747586159&appid=4


 
FIC PAI 

(Love Stories)  

Better Than the Movies by Lynn Painter    FIC PAI Love Stories 

Liz Buxbaum has always known that Wes Bennett was not 
boyfriend material. You would think that her next-door neighbor 
would be a prince candidate for her romantic comedy fantasies, 
but Wes has only proven himself to be a pain in the butt, ever 
since they were little. Wes was the kid who put a frog in her 
Barbie Dreamhouse, the monster who hid a lawn gnome's 
severed head in her little homemade neighborhood book 
exchange. 
Flash forward ten years from the Great Gnome Decapitation. It's 
Liz's senior year, a time meant to be rife with milestones perfect 
for any big screen, and she needs Wes's help. See, Liz's forever 
crush, Michael, has just moved back to town, and—horribly, 
annoyingly—he's hitting it off with Wes. Meaning that if Liz 
wants Michael to finally notice her, and hopefully be her prom 
date, she needs Wes. He's her in. 
But as Liz and Wes scheme to get Liz her magical prom moment, 
she's shocked to discover that she actually likes being around 
Wes. And as they continue to grow closer, she must reexamine 
everything she thought she knew about love—and rethink her 
own perception of what Happily Ever After should really look like. 

 
 
 

 
 

FIC BLA 
(Fantasy) 

  

 

The Cruel Prince by Holly Black        FIC BLA   Fantasy 

Of course I want to be like them. They’re beautiful as blades 
forged in some divine fire. They will live forever. 
And Cardan is even more beautiful than the rest. I hate him more 
than all the others. I hate him so much that sometimes when I 
look at him, I can hardly breathe. 
Jude was seven when her parents were murdered and she and 
her two sisters were stolen away to live in the treacherous High 
Court of Faerie. Ten years later, Jude wants nothing more than to 
belong there, despite her mortality. But many of the fey despise 
humans. Especially Prince Cardan, the youngest and wickedest 
son of the High King. 
To win a place at the Court, she must defy him–and face the 
consequences. 
 
As Jude becomes more deeply embroiled in palace intrigues and 
deceptions, she discovers her own capacity for trickery and 
bloodshed. But as betrayal threatens to drown the Courts of 
Faerie in violence, Jude will need to risk her life in a dangerous 
alliance to save her sisters, and Faerie itself. 



 
 

 
FIC LOR 

(Love Stories) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Tweet Cute by Emma Lord         FIC LOR Love Stories 

Meet Pepper, swim team captain, chronic overachiever, and all-
around perfectionist. Her family may be falling apart, but their 
massive fast-food chain is booming ― mainly thanks to Pepper, 
who is barely managing to juggle real life while secretly running 
Big League Burger’s massive Twitter account. 
 
Enter Jack, class clown and constant thorn in Pepper’s side. 
When he isn’t trying to duck out of his obscenely popular twin’s 
shadow, he’s busy working in his family’s deli. His relationship 
with the business that holds his future might be love/hate, but 
when Big League Burger steals his grandma’s iconic grilled 
cheese recipe, he’ll do whatever it takes to take them down, one 
tweet at a time. 
All’s fair in love and cheese ― that is, until Pepper and Jack’s spat 
turns into a viral Twitter war. Little do they know, while they’re 
publicly duking it out with snarky memes and retweet battles, 
they’re also falling for each other in real life ― on an anonymous 
chat app Jack built. 
As their relationship deepens and their online shenanigans 
escalate ― people on the internet are shipping them?? ― their 
battle gets more and more personal, until even these two rivals 
can’t ignore they were destined for the most unexpected, 
awkward, all-the-feels romance that neither of them expected. 
 
 

 
FIC AUS 
(Classics)  

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen     FIC AUS Classics 

When Elizabeth Bennet first meets eligible bachelor Fitzwilliam 
Darcy, she thinks him arrogant and conceited; he is indifferent to 
her good looks and lively mind. When she later discovers that Mr 
Darcy has involved himself in the troubled relationship between 
his friend Mr Bingley and her beloved sister Jane, she is 
determined to dislike him more than ever. Jane Austen's Pride 
and Prejudice is a sparkling comedy of manners which explores 
the folly of judging by first impressions, and superbly evokes the 
friendships, gossip and snobberies of provincial middle-class life 
in early nineteenth-century England. 



 
FIC WAT 

(Love Stories) 
  

Paper Princess by Erin Watt      FIC WAT Love Stories 

From strip clubs and truck stops to southern coast mansions and 
prep schools, one girl tries to stay true to herself. 
These Royals will ruin you… 
 
Ella Harper is a survivor—a pragmatic optimist. She’s spent her 
whole life moving from town to town with her flighty mother, 
struggling to make ends meet and believing that someday she’ll 
climb out of the gutter. After her mother’s death, Ella is truly 
alone.  
Until Callum Royal appears, plucking Ella out of poverty and 
tossing her into his posh mansion among his five sons who all 
hate her. Each Royal boy is more magnetic than the last, but 
none as captivating as Reed Royal, the boy who is determined to 
send her back to the slums she came from. 
Reed doesn’t want her. He says she doesn’t belong with the 
Royals. 
He might be right. 
Wealth. Excess. Deception. It’s like nothing Ella has ever 
experienced, and if she’s going to survive her time in the Royal 
palace, she’ll need to learn to issue her own Royal decrees.  

 

 
FIC MAA 
(Fantasy)  

A Court of Thorns and Roses by Sarah J. Maas   FIC MAA Fantasy 

When nineteen-year-old huntress Feyre kills a wolf in the woods, a 
terrifying creature arrives to demand retribution. Dragged to a 
treacherous magical land she knows about only from legends, Feyre 
discovers that her captor is not truly a beast, but one of the lethal, 
immortal faeries who once ruled her world. 
 
At least, he’s not a beast all the time. 
 
As she adapts to her new home, her feelings for the faerie, Tamlin, 
transform from icy hostility into a fiery passion that burns through 
every lie she’s been told about the beautiful, dangerous world of the 
Fae. But something is not right in the faerie lands. An ancient, wicked 
shadow is growing, and Feyre must find a way to stop it, or doom 
Tamlin—and his world—forever. 
 
From bestselling author Sarah J. Maas comes a seductive, 
breathtaking book that blends romance, adventure, and faerie lore 
into an unforgettable read. 
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